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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The Prairie Arborist 

Kevin Cassells  

Well, here we are, in full 

swing again. TRAQ Ed-

monton - done - Arbor Day 

celebrations - done -  EAB 

Workshop in Saskatoon -

done- with more planned 

for the future. The first 

TRAQ one day renewal is 

coming up and just around the corner and the 

annual TCC, in Winnipeg in August. This promises 

to be another stellar event, highlighting the skills 

of our climbers. Along with the actual TCC, there is 

a 1-day Ascent Event workshop.as this will be the 

1st year for this in competition, all registered com-

petitors  are required to attend. And not to forget 

about conference coming up in October, in Olds. 
 

I hope to see many of you in Winnipeg and am 

wishing all a safe and lucrative summer, whether 

working or relaxing with family and friends. 
 

M.J."Mimi" Cole 

https://www.isa-arbor.com/Events/Annual-Conference/2018-
Annual-Conference/Registration 

Mimi Cole  President 

Photo submitted by Mimi Cole - Rocky Mountain National Park-Estes Park, Colorado 

Ruthõs Competition Saw donated by Arborist Supply, Calgary 
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Save the Date 
 

The Prairie Chapter 

Annual Conference at the  

Pomeroy Hotel in Olds 

October 22,23 

 

Donõt miss the 

òThereõs a Fungus Amungusó Conference 

Save the Date 

Prairie Chapter  

The 2018 Tree Climbing  

Championship 

Kildonan Park Winnipeg MB  

August 25,26 

Donõt miss the  

Ascent Event Live Demo on Friday August 24th 

Save the Date 

Tree Risk Assessment (TRAQ) 
 Workshop 

Saskatoon September 10, 11, 12 
Registration closes August 10 

Register today 
 

Go to: www.isaprairie.com click on  

TRAQ 2018 

Saskatchewan Elm Pruning Ban  
April 1st to August 31 

Manitoba Elm Pruning Ban 
April 1st to July 31 

Alberta  Elm Pruning Ban  
April 1st to September 30 

Save the Date 

The Next Certification Exam 
In the Prairie Chapter 

Is planned for October 21 
 ISA Certified Arborist, Utility Specialist,  

Municipal Specialist and  
Certified Tree Worker Written Exam  

 

http://www.isa-arbor.com/Portals/0/Assets/PDF/

Certification-Applications/cert-Application-Certified-
Arborist.pdf  

Russell Smella   
Owner / Operator 

 

Cert #: PR 4868A 
 

403.830.3459 

 

info@stumpsolution.com 
www.stumpsolution.com 

Our Machines 
¶ All self propelled and turf friendly 

¶ 25hp Narrow access grinder (25ò wide) 
¶ 35hp Residential grinder (35ò wide) 

¶ 85hp High production 4x4 grinder (35ò wide) 

Need a Stump Crew ?  

We are a dedicated 
Stump Grinding Service for 
Tree Professionals in Calgary 

 Save the Date 

Tree Risk Assessment (TRAQ)  
one day renewal and exam 
Saskatoon September 13 

Register Today 
 

Go to:www.isaprairie.com click on  

TRAQ 2018 

https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/examDatesAndLocations.aspx?id=8425
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/examDatesAndLocations.aspx?id=8425
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/examDatesAndLocations.aspx?id=8425
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Donõt miss the annual Prairie Chapter Conference Octo-

ber 22 and 23 in Olds, Alberta. The theme of the confer-

ence is fungus. Both the good and the bad. Here is just  

a few of the presenters for the, Thereõs a Fungus Amun-

gus conference. 

Chelsi Abbott  

Both days will begin with Chelsi 

Abbott.  

Chelsi  is a Technical Advisor 

for the Midwest and Great 

Lakes region of U.S. and Cana-

da with the Davey Institute, 

where she focuses on diagnos-

tics, education and outreach, 

and research on subjects relat-

ed to arboriculture.  

She received her Masterõs degree of Science from Pur-

due University in Plant Pathology and her Bachelorõs de-

gree of Science from Central Michigan in Biological Sci-

ences. She is from Woodstock, Ontario, Canada.  

Donõt miss  

Dr. Ken Fry 

Dr. Ken will look at some of the relationships and alli-
ances between insects, fungus 

and trees.  
Dr. Ken Fry, Coordinator for 

Horticulture and Entomology 

Instructor in the School of Ani-
mal Science & Horticulture at 

Olds College, has been involved 

in insect pest management re-
search, teaching, and extension 

for over 25 years, including 9 

years as a research scientist at 
the Alberta Research Council 

and 15 years at Olds College.  

 
His research is focused on biological control of insect 

pests and integrated pest management.  

Ken is co-author, with Doug Macaulay and Don William-

son of òGarden Bugs of Albertaó and a contributing au-

thor to òOrganic Farming on the Prairiesó 

And you can catch éééé. 

Dwayne Neustaeter right there on his home turf as 

he takes a look at the technicalities of , and solutions 

to ,safely felling a tree  that has been structurally com-

promised due to decay or other infestation. Dwayne 

Neustaeter is president, curriculum programmer and 

lead instructor of Arboriculture Canada Training & Edu-

cation Ltd., an organization 

focusing on meeting the train-

ing and business needs of ar-

borists and related industries.   

He instructs classes, seminars 

and hands on training pro-

grams on safety and a wide 

range of skills for arborists 

around the world.  He is widely 

recognized for his upbeat 

speaking style, engaging learn-

ers and making learning fun.  

As current member of the ISA BCMA Test Committee, 

past Society of Commercial Arboriculture President, past

-president of the ISA Prairie Chapter, past committee 

member of the ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 

Panel of Experts and ISA TRAQ instructor,  

Dwayne remains involved in associations and commit-

tees across North America to give back to the industry 

and continue learning. 

 

And how about  ééééé. 

 

Toso Bozic 

Toso  is an employee of 

Alberta Agriculture and For-

estry  Department. He has 

held this position for the 

past 18 years.   

 

Toso graduated from the 

University of Belgrade in 

Yugoslavia and holds a 

degree in Forest Engineer-

ing.  He has over 20 years of experience in forestry, bio-

energy, agroforestry and woodlot management. He is 

author of several extension publications, several dozen 

fact sheets and many newspaper articles on bioenergy, 

woodlots and agroforestry. He gives over 60 presenta-

tion a year at various events. 
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What is the Value in Becoming an ISA Certified Tree 
Worker Climber Specialist®  

ISA Certification is a voluntary program that tests and 

certifies your achievement of a professional level of 
knowledge and skill in the field of arboriculture. When 

you become and ISA Certified Tree Worker Climber Spe-

cialist®, you are recognized by your peers, employers, 
and the public as a tree care professional who has at-

tained a generally-accepted level of knowledge in areas 
such as safety, climbing, rigging, cabling, pruning, re-

moval, and more.  

 
Achieving ISA Certification also builds your self-image. 

By studying for and passing the certification exam, you 

demonstrate a dedication to your own professional de-
velopment and the advancement of proper tree care 

practices. The process of becoming ISA Certified and 

maintaining the designation provides you with personal 
incentive to continue your arboricultural education and 

training. Presenting your ISA credential to potential em-

ployers makes you more competitive in the job market, 
and for employers, encouraging ISA Certification is a 

tool to assist in training their existing tree care person-
nel.  

 

Which Areas of Knowledge Will the ISA Certified Tree 
Worker Climber Specialist® Exam Cover? The certifica-

tion examination was developed by a panel of industry 
experts representing all aspects of arboriculture. Ques-

tions were derived from a job task analysis survey filled 

out by arborists from around the world. Questions are 
continually analyzed by the ISA Certification Test Com-

mittee using the latest test statistics, and new questions 

are always being developed and tested for satisfactory 
performance. Updated examinations are created on a 

regular basis.  
 

The written exam content is divided into eight areas of 

knowledge, and the percentage next to each area re-
flects the percentage of questions associated with that 

area. These are subject to change when a new job task 

analysis is completed for the exam.  
1. Safetyñ18%  

2. Removalñ12%  

3. Riggingñ12%  
4.Pruningñ18%  

5.Cablingñ6%  

6. Tree Sciencesñ10%  
7. Tree Identificationñ10%  

8. Electrical Hazard Awareness Programñ14%  
 

What is the Purpose of the Tree Climbing Skills Exam in 

Addition to the Written Exam?  
The purpose of the tree climbing skills exam is to assess 

the applicantõs ability to demonstrate the fundamental 

skills necessary to perform as a competent tree climber. 
The primary emphasis throughout the exam is safety.  

 

What Are the Objectives of the ISA Certification Pro-
gram?  

 

ISAõs objectives for offering professional credentials are 
to:  

¶ Advance the knowledge and application of safe 
work practices in all arboricultural operations;  

¶ Improve technical competency of personnel in the 
tree care industry;  

¶ Create incentives for individuals to continue their 
professional development;  

¶ provide the public and those in government with a 
means to identify professionals who have demon-

strated by passing a professionally-developed ex-

am that they have thorough knowledge and skill in 
tree care practices.  

 

Who Is Eligible to Apply for the ISA Certified Tree Worker 
Climber Specialist® Exam?  

 

The ISA Credentialing Council requires a candidate to 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Trees are disappearing ñ and fast ñ 

from American cities 

From Oregon to Oklahoma, urban 

trees are on the decline. 
By Matt Hickman 

 

This story can be found in its original 
form at the Mother Nature Network 

 
Just a couple of months after the U.S. 

Forest Service alerted us to the stag-

gering economic benefits provided by 
pollutant-scrubbing, emission-

reducing, carbon-sequestering, effi-

ciency improving urban trees, the 
USFS is now back with some not-so-

great news: the leafy multitaskers 

that make American cities, well, liva-
ble are in decline.  

 

Or, more accurately, America's urban 
tree cover was in decline from 2009 

to 2014, when it dropped from 40.4 
percent to 39.4 percent. And while a 

new study headed by USFS scientists 

David Nowak and Eric Greenfield 
doesn't go as far as concluding that 

the urban tree cover is currently 
shrinking, there's also no reason to 

be believe that isn't the case based 

on past trends.  
 

That being said, a 1 percent drop 

over a five-year period may not seem 
like a figure worth panicking about, 

especially when you don rose-colored 
glasses and assume that these lost 

trees have since been replaced. And 

in some cases they have. 
 

But as Nowak and Greenfield's find-

ings detail, a 1 percent drop when it 
comes to urban tree coverage is in-

deed a lot: roughly 175,000 acres 

decimated annually or a total of 36 
million urban trees lost to disease, 

insect damage, development, storms 

and old age every year. What's more, 
the percentage of impervious cover in 

urban areas ñ rooftops, sidewalks, 
roads, parking lots and the like ñ in-

creased from 25.6 percent to 26.6 

percent during the same five-year 
period.  

And just as previous studies have 
placed a price tag on the vast eco-

nomic benefits that fast-growing cit-

ies can reap from urban trees, Nowak 
and Greenfield have given a con-

servative ballpark figure ñ a whop-

ping $96 million ñ to the economic 
losses associated with five years of 

steady urban tree decline.  
 

 

Writing for Scientific American, Rich-
ard Conniff points out that this $96 

million loss only takes into considera-

tion the aforementioned environmen-
tal benefits directly provided by trees: 

the removal or air pollution, in-

creased energy efficiency due to in-
creased shade, carbon sequestration 

and so on and so forth. Not taken 

into consideration are other signifi-
cant, tree-related benefits including 

increased home values, reduced 
crime rates and happier, less 

stressed-out urbanites. 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Thinning urban canopies in states big and small  

Naturally, urban tree decline varied from state to state 

during the duration of Nowak and Greenfield's Google 
Earth-aided study, which was recently published in the 

journal Urban Forestry and Urban Greening.  

Twenty-two states experienced relatively small declines 
in tree cover while Alaska, Minnesota and Wyoming ex-

perienced no change in tree cover at all. Three states ñ 
New Mexico, Montana and Mississippi ñ experienced 

modest but encouraging increases in coverage. Still, 22 

states along with the District of Columbia experienced 
what Nowak and Greenfield considered to be 

"statistically significant" declines in tree cover in both 

urban cores (1 percent) and the outlying suburbs (0.7 
percent) of metro areas.  

 

Per Nowak and Greenfield, the states with the greatest 
annual statistical decline of tree cover were Alabama (-

0.32 percent), Oklahoma 

(-0.30 percent), Rhode 
Island (-0.44 percent), 

Oregon (-0.30 percent), 
Florida (-0.26 percent), 

Tennessee (-0.27 per-

cent) and Georgia (-0.40 
percent). Washington, 

D.C., also topped the list 

with a -0.44 percent de-
cline.  

 

In terms of the overall 
acreage of urban forest 

lost, three southeastern 

states ñ Georgia, Ala-
bama and Florida ñ 

along with Texas each exceeded 10,000 acres annually.  
 

Not counting gains or losses, Maine had the greatest 

percent of urban tree cover with 68.4 percent while 
North Dakota had the least with just 10.7 percent.  

But as Nowak explains to Popular Science, location al-

ways trumps size: "The trees in Montana might remove 
more air pollution than the trees in New York City, but 

the trees in New York City are more valuable because 

they are cleaning the air where people breathe, and re-
ducing energy and air temperatures where people live 

and work. More than 80 percent of the U.S. population 

lives in urban areas. As a result, those trees are critical 
in terms of human health and well-being." 

 
Tree-planting and America's 'quick fix' mentality  

So what can be done in states with urban areas that are 

shedding vital trees at an alarming rate?  
 

(Continued from page 7) Scientific American notes that some cities, in concerted 
efforts to counter the urban heat island effect, limit air 

pollution and manage stormwater, have gone out of 

their way to increase their urban canopies.  
 

But seemingly more often than not, these tree-planting 

campaigns don't go far enough. In some cities ñ includ-
ing those that have launched popular "1 million trees" 

initiatives ñ the target number is never reached due to 
funding issues and/or waning enthusiasm. As a result, 

newly planted trees are simply outnumbered by trees 

that lost to disease, age and rampant development. In 
cities that do reach the million-tree mark, the trees in 

questions are saplings that often don't get picked up by 

Google Earth imagery. Nowak suggests that with time, 
these young trees will make a difference.  

 

Noting that American culture is "all about the quick fix," 
Deborah Marton of New York Restoration Project ex-

plains to Scientific Ameri-

can why urban tree-
planting campaigns, how-

ever crucial and great for 
morale they may be, 

sometimes falter: "It's 

slow. It's not sexy. If you 
plant a new tree, that's 

exciting. If you water it 

for five yearsémaybe it 
will grow a few inches."  

 

"There's almost no public 
health, crime or environ-

mental quality metric 

that you can look at that 
isn't made better by the 

presence of trees," Marton goes on to note.  
 

William Sullivan, head of the Landscape Architecture 

department at the University of Illinois at Urbanað
Champaign, suggests that it would be helpful if cities 

with thinning canopies simply sat down and took time to 

consider the wide-ranging benefits of urban trees be-
yond just their aesthetic appeal. Sullivan believes that 

to be truly effective in an era of rising temperatures, 

wild weather and rampant urbanization, trees need to 
dominate the cityscape, not just be politely limited to 

parks and greenways. Cities need to be aggressive.  

 
"Too many people think that living in closer contact with 

nature is nice, it's an amenity, it's good to have if you 
can afford it," he says. "They haven't got the message 

that it's a necessity. It's a critical component of a 

healthy human habitat." 

Photo submitted by Mike Allen 


